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s Own R lazes Up
Riots Bring
Grave Peace
Problems

__fc

WASHINGTON, August 2.
THE bitter, unvarnished truth

needs to be told about the
recent rare riots in Wash¬
ington.

It needs to be told for the benefit
of the entire country, particularly
in view of a similar and more seri¬
ous outbreak in Chicago within a

week, actually started there as in
Washington, by whites.

It needs to be told because the
old formula for race rioting has
been changed by the war, the devel¬
opment of propaganda and the rise
of Bolshevism.
The truth indicts both whites and

negroes equally.
Race rioting, as defined by fla¬

grant scenes of disorder last week
in the nation's capital .néant:

1. Attacks, real and reported,
on women by negroes.

2. Hoodlumism by men in the
uniform of the United States.

3. Insufficient police protection
for fh- national capital.

4. Lack of restrictions upon
the sale of firearms, and lax en¬

forcement of the laws against
carrying deadly weapons.

5. Incendiary press reports in
both white and colored papers.

6. Th« spread among the negro
population "f this country of
dangerous race propaganda grow-
ing oui of tin* war and most com-

monly based upon the negro sol-
r's r on in France, the

'in. Bolshevism and
the century-old cry that the white
man has oppressed the negro.

"of h Sides to EIamp
The truth about the Washington

riots is so unfavorable to both
s and whites that one can

lly be blamed more than the
ther.

Juno 25 a negro woman was
acked near Tennalytown, Md.,

three miles northwest of
ashington. Two days later two
:iite women were similarly at-
icked, both near Brightwood, in
he District of Columbia, three
liles north of Washington. On
uly 5 a white woman was attacked
ear Somerset, Md., three and a
alf miles northwest of Washing-
on.

From three of these cases chargea
of rape resulted. Two negroes
'-.ore arrested; one was charged
with two crimes.and was positively
dentified by two women. The other
negro fought extradition from
Maryland on a charge of criminal
assault.
Between July 5 and July 19, when

the trouble started in Washington,
further attacks occurred, al-

''. 'Ugh Washington was kept on

idge by false reports of more at-
ucks. Women began to be afraid
to fro out alone.
On the night of July 18 the wife

E a petty officer in the naval fly¬
ing corps was jostled on the side-
ralk by a negro. The report of her
..«(Hinter grew into that of another

criminal assault.

lob Violence Begins
The next night mob violence was

started by uniformed men in the
government service. A mob of sol-
diers, sailors and marines invaded
the "Southwest" district of Wash¬
ington, and with fists, clubs and
stones beat up every negro they
met.
The following night free-for-al'

ighting was resumed, this time up
and down Pennsylvania Avenue
'¡uns were used, however; it was r

battle between hoodlums with th(
whites again the aggressors.
Monday, July 21, guns appeared

All day long reports came in thai
guns were being bought.
At noon negroes in a motor cai

bred at white men standing in th<
yard of the naval hospital.
Race rioting gripped Washingtoi

that night. Guns and blackjacks
knives, stones, clubs and fists wer«
used without provocation. Th«
police and the hospitals wer

swamped.
That night showed that the Wash

¡ngton police force was inadequate
While war had swelled the city'
population, the police force had bee
cut down. Salaries were too low t
hold good men or attract others.
The glaring fact also confronte

the city that it had no law agains
the sale of firearms. Probably
thousand «uns were bought on th
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
Major Pullman, head of the po¬
lice here, stated to a delegation
of negroes, of which James W.
Johnston, of "The Age," was a

member, that only four cases of
assault had come to his notice,
that the first woman assaulted
was a colored school teacher.

EXTRA!
WHITE FIEND ATTACKS A

16-YEAR-OLD COLORED GIRL
Special to Trb New Yobk Aoe)

PENSACOLA, Fia..A bru¬
tal assault was committed by a
white fiend on a sixteen-year-old
colored girl in broad daylight,and the crime has aroused the
colored people to a high pitch of
excitement.
The girl was sent by her widowed

mother in a buggy to get some sweet
potato vines. On her way she was at¬
tacked, her assailant jumping in the
buggy and dragging her out, while
threatening to cut her with a knife if
she littered a sound.

The negro press and the riots

days preceding the worst rioting.
It is also admitted that strict laws
against carrying concealed weapons
have been lightly construed for
months.

Seven Men Killed
Seven men.four colored, three

white, including a policeman, a ma¬

rine and a white boy.were killed.
Over one hundred persons, including
one white and several negro women,
were injured.
There w*as some liquor. If there

had been wide open saloons there
would have been scores of deaths,
every competent official declares.

Evidence that both sides were at
fault is disclosed by the fact that
Congress is being asked for more
and better paid police, that the sale
of firearms is to be restricted and
put under license, that penalties for
carrying concealed weapons are to be
enforced, and that conferences are
to be held at intervals between lead-
ing white and negro citizens in an

effort to control both races. Lead
ing negroes do not deny that while
women were assaulted. They only
question the exact number of at-
tacks.
From this point the situation be¬

comes less clear and enters the de¬
batable stage. The negroes assert
that there should be more negro po¬
licemen. With more than 125,000
negroes in Washington, they point
out the fact that in years not a

single negro policeman has been
added to the police force.
They also say that unnecessary in¬

sults have been offered the negro
race by recent bills introduced in
Congress to provide "Jim Crow"
streetcars and prohibit intermar-
riage of the two races.

The Gravest Charge
If there had not been a war; if

there had not been a riot in Chi¬
cago a week after that in Washing¬
ton; if radical negro agitators had
not circulated among the Washing¬
ton negroes; if negro bodies in New
York City, Boston and elsewhere
were counselling peace and not vio-
lence ; if negro papers were them-

| selves reasonably free from race

propaganda of a violent nature, the
final charge of the negroes, that the
press associations and the Washing¬
ton papers inflamed the white popu¬
lation and helped start the riots,
would be perhaps the gravest indict¬
ment made against the whites of
Washington.
For it is a fact, as the negroes

have definitely pointed out, that on
the day following the worst roiting
a dispatch appeared on the first page
of a prominent Washington paper
which was undoubtedly calculated to
cause further trouble at the very
time that troops had been called in.
This article said, in part :

MOBILIZATION FOR TO-NIGHT
"It was learned that a mobiliza¬

tion of every service man stationed

in or near Washington or on leave
here has peen ordered for to-mor¬
row evening near the Knights of
Columbus hut, on Pennsylvania Ave¬
nue, between Seventh and Eighth
streets.
"The hour of assembly is 9

o'clock, and the purpose is a 'clean¬
up* that will cause the events of the
last two evenings to pale into insig¬
nificance.
"Whether official cognizance of

this assemblage and its intent will
bring about its forestalling» can¬
not be told."

Contrasted to this one may find
on the front page of "The New
York Age" one day last, week the
two items adjoining.
But it is the contention of this

article that the Washington riot
was more than a local disturbance;
that it really symbolized a situa¬
tion that lies dormant the country
over, namely, that because of the
war new elements have been in¬
jected into the problem of racial
friction between whites and ne¬

groes in this country.
The death of Policeman Harry

Wilson in the Washington riots
dramatizes this point by bringing
to the attention of the police one

example of the propaganda now be
ing carried on in the negro papers
of this country.

A Girl Sniper
On the night of July 21 sniping

was reported from the second story
of a house at 220 G Street, N. W.;
in the negro section. Policeman
Harry Wilson and others went tc
the house, forced their way up¬
stairs and began searching in a dar!

room for the sniper. From under
a bed a seventeen-year-old negro
girl shot and mortally wounded
Wilson.
A day or two later the police

had on file a copy of "The Boston
Age" of July 19, which had been
directed to the address where Wil¬
son was killed.

The Washington police do not
claim that the paper in question In¬
cited the negro girl to sniping. But
the content of at least one article
in the paper, edited by a prominent
negro leader, who has just returned
from France, reveals the fact that
the negroes of this country are

fostering in their own papers dan¬
gerous propaganda of the follow¬
ing kinds:

1. That fostering the feeling
that the white man is oppressing
the black purposely.

2. That which touches at a

dangerous point the idea of
racial equality between whites
and negroes.

3. That which counsels vio¬
lence between the races.

4. That which teaches the ne¬

gro to talk freely of this country
going Bolshevist.

5. To attack England, to raise
the Irish question and to declare
the United States no democracy.
This type of propaganda is most

generally ascribed to two causes:
The presence of negro soldiers in
France, where French women of
the lower classes accepted them as

equals, and the presence of an in¬
creasing number of agitators among
the negroes.

A Chaos of Opinion
American Press Offers ISo Solution

IF THERE is any solution of the
race riot problem it is difficult
to find it in the comment of the
American press. Opinion is

hopelessly varied and conflicting.
One conspicuous and expected
cleavage is that between Northern
and Southern newspapers. Typical
of the extreme Northern view is
"The Hartford Courant," which
says:
"For more than a hundred years

white men have lynched black men

in the South with the open approval
and often through the assistance of
what the South regards as its best
citizens, and with the tacit approval
of the authorities, and in time the coun¬

try must pay the bill thus incurred.
Harvest follows seedtime; the. pendulum
must swing in one direction as far
as it does in the other, and if negroes
can be killed in the South negroes will,
in time, kill white persons in the North
until the odds have been evened.
"A beginning has been made in two

cities, but there is no reason to think
or trust that the riots will be confined
to those two places, for Philadelphia,
New York and Boston may see like
trouble."

The Southern View
The Southern papers take the

view that race feeling, deplorable
as it is, is natural and universal and
operates more ¿riciously against the
negro in the North than in the
South. Says "The Baltimore Sun":
"The black and white riots in Chicago

were not needed to prove that race hate

¡is not merely a sectional product. Some
Northern cities have tried to create this
impression, and they still harp on
Southern lynchings as a proof that the
South .is the nursery of race antagon¬
ism. But other outbreaks in Northern
cities and sections long ago made their
theory ridiculous.

"It is clear to the unprejudiced ob¬
server that race feeling is far deeper
and more intense north of Mason and
Dixon's line than south of it. When
this feeling is aroused in Northern or
Western cities, it assumes the character
of ferocious and murderous animosity.
What the South asserts in its lynch¬
ings is the determination to maintain
white integrity and separateness. It is
not inspired by race hate, but by the
instinct of race preservation. The
Southern people have no unkind feeling
for the colored race as such. On the
contrary, they like the negro, they un¬
derstand him, and are ready to help
him."
A frank threat that segregations.

Southern style, must come unless
the present frictions can be avoided
is found in "The Chicago Tribune."
This is one of the few practical
suggestions for a solution of the
underlying difficulties mentioned
by any paper:
"The issue is beginning to be sharply

dsawn. The colored people do not
seem disposed to recede from what
they consider a just *%osition in the
community, and the whites seem de¬
termined not to give way, as they
conceive it, before a penetration oi
colored people into neighborhood?
which heretofore have been restricted
to.white popuiation.
"The colored people insist upon just

and equal advantages. White people
ti.ke the position that the 'encroach¬
ment' of negroes is not just to them
because depreciation of propert*.- values
always follows.

Segregation Suggested
"If the whites and colored cannoi

refrain from riots and bloodshed an«,
interminable violence on the bathing
beaches, how long will it be befon
this question is asked: Shall there b«
separate bathing beaches for th«
whites and colored?

"¡; the races cannot get along il
certain neighborhoods without light
ami brawls and police interference
how long will it be before segregatioi
will be the only means of preventini
daily murders and perhaps a recur
rence, on a scale vastly enlarged, o
the East St. Louis disaster?

"If a colored person cannot enter
streetcar without this being the signa
for shooting and furor-, how long wi!
it be before public policy and the pre
tection of life and property makes ne:

essary another system of transport?
tii.n ?"

There is a general agreement i
Northern papers that the preset
outbreaks are serious and forebod
wider trouble. That they bear
significant relation to the world
troubles and have a moral for a

Americans is the view of "Tr
Bridgeport Standard Telegram."
The general opinion is that tl

Chicago and Washington riots ai

symptoms of a general unrest ar

¡ the direct result of the war.
A negro journal's view of the Washington riots. F rom "fhe Washington P.ee."
" t

Must We
Fi^ht?

The ISegro^s Question

THE negro papers of the coun¬
try have spoken plainly of
the consequences which they
think may result from the

race riots. "The New York Age."
one of the most important negro
papers in the country, commented
as follows upon the Washington out¬
breaks:

"Cíiít «Mar in tth« «sa-píeil aï the
United Statics and within tïse t'iadar
of the Capitol, is the logical resnJt of
undemocratic and intolerable condi¬
tions which have become univarat!-
to colored Americans. Since the Wil¬
son régime Washington has been filled
with white job hunters from the South.
who are lynchers at heart and who be¬
lieve that the colored man has no rights
which a white man is bound to respect.
Hounded, beaten and killed by soldiers
and sailors sworn to protect the law,
and with the police in most ¡'.stances
indifferent to their appeals for protec-
tion, the colored people of Washington
found it necessary to resort to the
last recourse.protect themselves.

'A Bolshevist Soviet
"Unless those at the hpad of the gov-

ernment take rigid measures to restore
the respect for law and order, a Bol-
shevist soviet or a committee of sol-
Idiers and sailors may yet rule from the
Capitol.
"The progress of the outbreaks at

Washington, with the reported res.st¬
ance on the part of the negroes and
resort to retaliation in kind, empha¬
sizes the national responsibility for til«
growth of this spirit of mob violence
and contempt for law and order. It is
fitting thai this demonstration should
occur at the capital of the nation, as
it shows how far the evil has spread
under national toleration, if not en-
couragement. It will need the utmost
exercise of the national power to pre-
vail over the spirit of anarchy and
lawlessness that is threatening the

I overthrow of the orderly administra«
| tion of the law.

"The warning; is so plain that it can¬
not be overlooked. Will the nation
heed it?"

"Must the Negro Fight?" is the
heading of a long article in "The
Veteran," a newly started negro
journal in New York.

"Must the negro light to secure his
rights as an American citizen? Must
he who fought across the seas to save
the world light again at home to save
himself? Must he who faced death and
braved it to make the world safe for
democracy, face and brave an unfortu¬
nate issue to make America a safe
place for his sons and daughters to
live? Must the negro tight?
"There is a fight ahead of the negro,

and the sooner he gets into it and
carries it through to victory the less
intense and prolonged shall be the
struggle. But where is he to get his
weapons? The answer is patent. What
is that in thine hand?

Fiercely« Relentlessly
"In the hand of the negro at the

North is the ballot, an effective weapon
when rightly wielded. With this
weapon he must make his fight fiercely,
relentlessly. In most Northern cities
the negro easily constitutes the bal¬
ance of power. His ve^.e thrown to
either of the dominant parties spells
defeat to the other. At the primaries
his support given to one of two or
several close!} contending aspirants
means victory for that candidate.
"In the hand of the negro at the

South is economic force, the most 1er- «

rible of weapons, more terri «le even
than the ballot, because it is i te baa
of the ballot. The negro is the eco¬
nomic cornerstone of the Southland.
If the negro should «lesen the cotton

Is and turpentine and other indus¬
tries of the Southland for a Bin fie lay
powerless public officials would sud¬
denly become endued with Btraoj .>
'power and legislators would set in
earnest about finding their own reme« v
foi mob violence and discrimii I
Tile negro feeds and clothes the South¬
land. He constructs its factories and
railroads. He produces s wealth. He
clothes the dominant with power. The
poor whites eat their bread from his
hand. What a weapon he holds in his
hand! Really, he could desire no other.
A general strike, or perhaps better
still, a wholesale exodus of negro labor
from the South, will do more in one
month toward revolutionizing the social
conditions under which the negro lives
than a score of industrial schools with
their doc'rir.es of servility, combined
with a score of advancement societies
with their doctrines of mere protest,could hop«- to accomplish in^ genera¬
tion. The negro must ilgn*.
"These are the negro's weapons ..

pcütical and economic force, the ballot
and the strike or exodus. Let him
wield them now and so avert a struggle
of violence which otherwise must
surely come somewhere in the dutanti future."


